MAPP in the classroom: oxymoron or opportunity?
As Mobilizing for Action through Planning and Partnerships (MAPP) becomes increasingly important for community public health practice, it is critical to examine what learning MAPP entails as well as its barriers and benefits. Competency-based education and training interventions that prepare public health workers to effectively contribute to the implementation of MAPP in their communities face significant obstacles. Current public health education and training programs are poorly positioned to enhance MAPP-related competencies among significant numbers of public health students and workers. Establishing the community as the classroom for learning MAPP and forging links with professional education and lifelong professional development strategies are necessary for MAPP to be successful in promoting healthy communities.